
FIVE TIPS

Go to class first and make sure 
your instructor will be using the 
textbooks.  They sometimes 

1
change their minds after telling the 
bookstore to order the books.

2 Be sure you understand the 
store’s return policy before 

 
you buy, especially the deadline

3Save your sales receipt.  You 
will need it in order to return  
a textbook for a refund.

for refunds.

4Keep new books in pristine 
condition until you are sure 
you will be using them.  You 

can’t get a full refund for a book 
that’s been marked or shows wear, 
or for an opened shrinkwrap 
package, even if you drop the class.

5When available, buy used 
textbooks, if you don’t mind 
someone else’s marks.  

Shop early.  Only limited quantities 
are available, and they go quickly.

For Saving Money On
Buying Textbooks

BUYING
ONLINE?
Read the Fine Print
You might be thinking of buying 
your textbooks from an online seller.  
Be sure to check these things out 
before you place your order, or you 
may be stuck paying more than you 
planned. 

Does the seller have the correct
edition of the book you need? 
Some on-line sellers offer old editions.

Will you get the book in time for class?
Many sellers do not keep stock on hand. 
They have to order the book from a
distributor first and it may be weeks
before they can ship it to you.

What currency?
Most on-line prices are posted in U.S. 
dollars. Ask if you aren’t sure.

Will they ship? 
Some U.S. sellers will not ship inter-
nationally, including Canada.

What are the shipping charges?
This varies a lot from seller to seller.

Is your purchase taxable?
Depending on certain factors, you may
have to pay sales tax.

Will you be able to return the book for
a refund? Many on-line sellers do not
give refunds or have very restrictive
requirements.

Are those discounts for real? 
Be wary of advertising claims. Some
on-line sellers promise huge discounts
that don’t actually exist. If you really
want to save money, be sure to 
compare the price of each book.
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